SCANDINAVIAN    LITERATURE
that my father's great age was not a divine blessing, but
rather a curse. ... A guilt must rest on the whole
family, a divine punishment be impending/'1 The
terrible revolution seems to have consisted only of the
following discovery. As a boy of twelve, his father.,
half-famished and parched on his lonely moors, had
solemnly ascended a hill and cursed God. This
happened in 1768, and the awful sin he had committed
still lay with crushing weight on Michael Kierkegaard,
when he was an old man of eighty-two. Incredible
as this may seem, it was still more incredible that this
old story should have made so deep an impression on
young Kierkegaard, fancy-ridden and prone to
melancholy and despair as he was. One cannot help
thinking that he regarded it rather as a symbol of the
causes which lay behind other evils, physical as well
as mental, which he had inherited : it was a kind of
religious embodiment of the curse of heredity under
which he suffered. The catastrophe that broke over
him was, in reality, the conviction that he was the
victim of a curse., from the consequences of which it
was vain to flee. Shortly after he had made this
fateful discovery his father died, and he was free to face
life on his own responsibility ; or rather, he was less
free than ever, for his father exerted a greater power
over him in death than in life. A relentless, fatalistic
melancholy settled down on him and stifled all healthy
spiritual growth.
Left to himself, Kierkegaard seems to have drifted
naturally into the career of a writer. It was not to his
advantage that he had means enough to make a
" bread-and-butter " occupation unnecessary ; for it
brought with it a certain lack of concentration, an
inability to apply himself steadily to such work as he
undertook. He himself says that he took to writing
books in order to make good the sins of his youth.
Possibly amongst these sins he counted doubts of the
validity of Christianity, which had begun to assail
1 AfSorenKierkegaards EfterladtePapirer, 1833-43, Copenhagen, i869,p. 4.

